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The 'Stillman story5 promptly made the front page, and
the U.S. papers, including several New York dailies, played
it up with a 'one-inch-eight-column-streamer' across the
front page, which is to a story what a ticker-tape-and-confetti
reception in Manhattan is to an ocean flier.
The Ocean Wave, the miniature newspaper published on
board the Olympic, which carried the wireless news received
from the U.S. daily, published the 'Stillman story' the next
day in the form in which it had got it from New York, i.e.
as the biggest story of the day. It created a sensation on
board, where the presence of the Stillmans had hitherto
passed unnoticed, and after that the poor couple had to
spend their days in their cabins or in remote corners of the'
restaurant and take their walks on deck by night. Even so,
some amateur photographer tracked Mrs Stillman on deck
one dark night, much as an explorer might track the elusive
giant panda, and almost frightened her to death by letting
off a flashlight right in front of her.
I was told later that one of the competitors of the United
Press, in their desperate search for a passenger or member
of the crew who might be willing to act as their correspondent
on board, had scanned the passenger-list and radioed an
offer to none other than one of America's best-known clergy-
men, the Reverend L.! His reply has not been recorded for
posterity, but in both spirit and vocabulary it was no doubt
influenced by the fact that its author is a member of the
church and not of the army.